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ABSALOM'S. 
REBELLION. 
ASsit 1s Recorded 1n the ſecond 


of Sam. Chap. 15, 16, 
17,16& 19, 


© 'N thetwo precedent Chapters, 13, 
%, and 14+ you ſhall find, that Ab/a/em 
{& fully diſcovered his many Vices of 
- Revengefulneſſe,Malice,Infolency, 
—& - Diſſimulation, Pride, Impatience, 

>—& Vnthankfullnefle, luſtifying himſelf 
F EF inhis faults, even in the Murther of 
9) kSYEr 24+ hisBroiher eAmor; and being thus 
ſeaſoned, he turnes Traytor; For Treaſon never goes alone, 
it 1s alwaies UV ſoered 4n with other notorious vices, 

And whenhe is reſolved toenterintothe Rebellion, he 
firſt amuſes the Common people wi:h an opinion of his 
Gallantry.[ Chap. 15. v.1. He prepareth Horſes and (bas 
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riots 


. 
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vivts,and fifty men to run before him,” Such Shewes be bnew 


world prevaile much with the multitude, © 

Then he poſlefleth them wirh anopinion of bis induſtry, 
and wins upon their affetions, with his Aﬀability., [ v. 2. 
He roſe upearly, and ftood beſide the way of the Gate, andit 
wa ſo, that when any man that had a controwverſie came tothe 
King for judgement , then Abſalom call d nxto him and come + 
muned with him. | 6 CES; 

But yet this was not enough,unlefſe be (landered the pre. 
ſent Governement, for he faith to him, ['v. 3+ See thy war. 
ter & good end right, but there © no man deputed of the K ing 
tc-heare thee. 7 he Common ſort lotje to be flattered, andare 
naturally inclined to beltive it® of their Ratevs. | 

"Then he is liberall in his Proteſtations:, what wone - 
ders he would doe for a ſudden Reformarton if he were in 
Authority; and ſaid moreover | v. 4. O that 1 were made 
7mage in the Land, that every man which hath any Smite or 
Canſe might come to me, and ] wonld doe them Juſtice.) He 


 ., muſt raiſe anexpeftation of the new, who goes about to alter 


the frame of the old Governement. . | 

And to winne upon them whom he intended to abuſe, he 
aboundeth in courteous and civill behaviour toward thoſe 
who make their application to him. F'v. 5. Fhen any came 
wich io him, ta do him obeyſance , he put forth his haud and 
t00h him and kiſſed him | And hertin he dealt ſubtilly to 
gaine 8generall applanſe, he did not Feake ſome ſaire,and neg« 
{#F other, | ant v.. 6. In this manner aid Abſalom to alt I[r a» 
elt that came tothe King for judgement, and ſo Ab/alom ſtole 
the hanvts of the men of 1ſrach, ] 

Yetalthis while he.1s8not come to the height of his 
wickedneſſe, untill he make Religion the Stale for his im= 
piety. | v. 7. Ab/alom ſaid to the King, I pray thee let me go 
and pay my Vow which Thave vowed to the Lord in Hebron. 
end the King cave him leave, and he went, ' mL 

But ne having thus infatuated theheartrs of che Men of //- 
raed, in\*cai of performingan ARtof Devotion, as he pre- 
t<1ucG. | V. 10, Abſalom ſent fties (as Commirtees) 

| | throughout 


(3) 
throughant altthe Tribes of Iſrael, ſaying, a« ſoone as yee 
fall heare the ſonnd of the Trumpet, then yee ſhall ſay Abſae 
lomraigneth in Hebron. | A cheife (ity in Iſrach yer ſer,vas 
the place where the ( ovenant was made, and the vow to be 

formed, and1hus the Scene of Rebellion being laid in the 
{anftified City, it prod quickly throughout the reſt of the 
Kingdome like Wilde: fire. "PRES! 

Some (no doudt ) went with A5/alom, who wereof the 
Plot, but | v. 11. ethers went in their ſmplicity and knew not” 
ey thing. | Alas | 113 no hard matter to wiſlead many igne- 
rant ſouies by exampte, 

But yer when they are gathered, they muſt be kept roge-" 
ther, by the opinion that wiſemenare in the Plor. There. 
fore, ſv. 12. eAb/alow ſent for eAbitophelt the Gilenite, 
Davids ConneeBowr, frons his City, even from Gitok, while 
be offered;Sacvifice.} T bere i never /o much danger of ſedn« 
ting the Subjets, as when the Kings Conneeltonrs, when his 
Treat { ouncell twyne head againſt him , fpeeially under the 


comntenfeit marks of Religion. 


. Now, and not till nowyis the Treafon diſcovered to Da. Verl. 13. 


vid, and David acquaintshis Ser vanty therewith, who were 
wich him at Hiern/alem, and he {aid torhem, [v. 14. Ari/e 
and let ma fly, for we ſhall not elſe eſcape ; make Feed to de. 
part leaft he overtake us [nddainiy, and bring evill upou 1.) 
There 1 no'dallying in time of eminent _ And:{[ v.15. 
The Kings ſerwants-ſaid to the King, behold thy ſorvants 
arc ready 16 dos whatſuewer my Lord the King ſhall ap» 
pount, SHE EET | 
And,{ v.16. The King went forth and” all his honſpolt 
after him, and, [ v. 17. They tarried in a place that was far 
off. ] 1 doemot finde that then, or «t any time after, it was ob= © 
jetted againſt David as a fanlt, that be then left the City, o» © 
yo greas Connell , who" had firſt lift him , and their 
natey, W; Ws | 
os this s obſervable, Thar although the Kings depar- 
ture were ſaddaine, it was not in diſorder, v.18, Al bs 
{erants paſſed on beſides him; and all thFCherethites, and * 
7-0 y*- 17 


Net. 24, 
a7, 
28, 


ſuch Servants, 


(4) 


the Pelethites, and allthe Gittites,cven'600 men, which wore 


come from Gath,went before the King, | Theſe were his Life." 
Guard, and his ſervants, and hu Guard in thoſe dates fore 
ſooke not their Maſter the King in hrs difFreſſe, And allthis 
while, or after this, | doe nat tinde what the -Kings faulc 
was, which might provoke e1b/a/om and the people to 
this Rebellion, David was a good King,and 4 wiſe,and a va- 


liant wan,a men after Gods owne heart,and yet he was not fice © 
from this misfortune. | 


Amongſt others who attended the King, 1##as ( who as 
isconceived was the Sonne of the King of Gates) was one 
veho went over-to Hierw/alem with David from Gath, 7c 
Was not objefted againſt David, or Ittaizas afanit,that he was 
a ſtranger. and yet did offer to afſiff the King agwnſt his Re! 
belry nor bn truth 15 it a fanlt now, wnleſſe in this , that 
ſtrangers ould thus condemnre the Naturall borne Subs 
ecks, 

: Pat the King would have difluaded Treas from going 
with him, a:id ſaid, ['v. 1 9, Wherefore goeſt thou with us? rem 
turne to thy place, ani ahide with the King , for 1how art 


ſtranger, d:part thou thersfore to thy place. ] Strangers may 


not be compell'd to ſerve in ſuch a caſe; but they may. be en» 
tertaind, if they be willing, * 

Yet letras would not be diflsaded , but anſwered the 
King thus, [v. 21, As the Lord liveth, and as my Lord the 
King liveth, in what place my Lord the King ſpall be, whe« 
ther inlife or death, even there ſurely will thy ſervant be] 
True fidelity # then beſt tryed, when the event # doubiful, 
and good Princes ſhall do well ta obſerve ſuch followers and 


Amongſt others, Z adook the high-Prieſt, and eAbiathar 
and the Zewires, would have gone with the King. 7 hey did 
well to offer their Services, for tm ſuch times ne Subjeft 1 exe 


empted, But David ſent them back of purpoſe to gaine ine. 


telligence by cheir meanes. eAhimaaz and Fenathas, their 
two Sonnes, being truſty Perſons fit for that imploymenr. 
Good intelligence ts ay important piece of Service sn time of 
Warre 


. 


(s) 
Warre effecially , andjt i a principal point of wiſedome to 
1mvloy fit Inſtruments, 


Huſaas,allo a Councellour tothe King would __ _ Verſ, 32, 


with him. Indeed I wonder how any ( ouncellonr can abſent 
himſelfe at ſuch a time ; but by the Kings owne direfions, as 
Huſhei did: But he was (ent back of purpoſe, that he being 
- aſad wiſe manand a faithful], might undermine the crafty 
+ Councell of Ahithophel., Both in times of Warre, and of 
Peace, ſuch expedients maſt be uſed , and then are not only 
lawfull but neceſſary, and among? other policies, divertion is 
many times of great uſe. . 
As good Men upon ſuch Accidents follow the King in 
his loweſt Fortune, out of Duty and Conſcience, fo doe 
ſome wicked and falſe men,for by-reſpes. | 


Ziba, the Servant of #&p%%»/herh, comes to meet the Chap. 16.y.1. 


King, and brings a Preſent with him, the outſide was faire, 
to ſhew his duty tothe King, butche true Errand was.. to 
inſinuate with the King, and by a falſe Lyc to berrayhis 
Maſter. 7 hi kind of Conrt- craft #« prafticed too often, but 
a wiſe Kiug, ſooner or latter, will find thoſe out who uſe it,and 
ſeverely paniſh it, | 


About rhis timealſo, the King merwith another miſe vers. 


creant of another diſpoſition, Shemes the Sonne of Gera;z 
he finding the King 1n theſe ſtreights railed at him , and 
curſed him to his face. e{fter-ages have alſo found many. 
Shimei's, who ftick, not to raile at God's Annointed, but 
doubtleſſe ſuch will meet with their reward , as Shimci did, 
3s the end. 


Ab:i/ſhaibeing then preſent, his fingers itched to take off Vetſ. 9, 


the head'of this fonle-mouth'd man: but David made other 
uſe of this Aſflition , and would not give way thereto ar: 
that time, There ave ſeaſonable times for patience, as well 
as for Juſtice , arid good Princes will diſcerne the ſeaſons 
thereof. 


We left Hu/b4ia while ſince, whenhelefe.che Kingto Verſ, 16. 


follow Abſalom. But you obſerve it wasby the King's ſpe- 
ciall dire&jon, and for his better Service, E/1t bad been 4 


 Verl, 21, 


22, 


23, 


_Chap.17.v.1. 


Vetl, 7, 8, 


Verl, 14: 


Verſe 33» 


Verk, 51 


Ver, L7e 


\ 


(6) 
Crime ungardonablein bim , had he dove it of bis owne head, 
and a good intent would not have excuſed it, | 

T t1s Plot of ſending Hafſhas to Abſalom proſperedwell, 
for 4Ahithophel gave (ſhrew Counſel!s indeed, for one was, 
That A6/a/om ſhould goe into his Fathers Concuhbines, and 
that publickly, that ſothe breach berween him and his Fa- 
ther might be fo wice, that it ſhould be irreconcileable, 
eA deiperate(omnſell it was , that heand bu Co-adjuters 
beingput paſt hope of pardon , they ſhould be put paſt-feave of 
retrafting ; And thus when the wicked Connſells of a Conns 
ſellonr projÞer , he #s cryed up for an Oracle, & Ahitho« 
phel was. DS © ER 
The ether was, that Ab/al/om ſhould ſend him with a 


preſent ttrength fo {urprize th King and his few follow. 
ers, before they were provided. Azam icy 3m reſolutions, 


and celerity inexeention of enterprizes of Farre,are of excel. 


tent uſe. 


Abſalom pat the firſt in praice preſently, bis owne un- 
atiouſnefſe prompted him to that z butabour the other 
fſhai was conſulted with , and he by his wiſedomedid 
happily divert it. [But this was appointed by the Lord, 
that the Counſell of Abithophe! might be defeated , rhat 
the Lord might bring evillupon Abſalom ] And when 44in 
thophel found rhat his Counſel] was not followed , impa- 
tient of the affront (as he eſteem'd it) and fearfall of the 
Succeſſe, he wenthome to his houſe, put his things in Or- 


. der and hang'd himſelfe. Sch and ſuch let the end be of all 


thoſe Counſellonrs or other s., whocon#fire againſt their Sts 
weraigue. 
 Huſpaiforthwith ſent intelligence rothe King of theſe 
Conſultations and'of thereſult thereof, whereby the danger 
was for the preſent diverted, butit was not held.fafe to 
rely thereon, fornew Counſel) mightalter the caſe againe. 
No greater danger then to be over ſecure, 
hilt "David and the People with him were purſucd_. 
by Abſalom inthe Wildernefſc,and the defeRzon was v<ry 
general], yet ſome there were who came into _— the 
| ing - 


"THe: p - K; "0 0 4 V4 OS. 
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. Kiog with their Perſons,others with theif Purſes, and ſome 
brought Proviſions of all ſorts to relieve the _ Army; 
amongſt whonrgood old" Barzillai was one, Thus ſhould 
all Loyull Swbjettr doe , none mui? ſtand Nemivalls at ſuch 


4 time. 


now the King divides it into three Ter154's, under the 2, 
Command of ſeveral] Colonellsor chiefe Captaines. Thee 
| was the conr/ethen,and that's the courſe ſtill, where there are 
formed Armies, for Order mu#t be kept in all great Attions, 
both in times of Peace and Warve. 

To encouraege the Souldicry,the King would have gone Verl. 3, 
into the Battell in Perſon ; But the People difluaded him, 4, 
ſaying [Thow art worth crw thouſand of ms) andthe King 
hearkned nnto the m, F or the Perſon oft be K ing ought »ots 
to be hazarded, bus ir Caſes of inevitable neceſſity, 

Atlaſt the Batrel] was ſet , wherein God from Heaven: Veil. 9, 
fought forthe King , for [| Abſalom, the Arch-Traitor, ju © © 
paſſing through the Wood was hang'd by the head in a Tree, 
eo fearfull Example , and fit for all Traytors to leok bas 
pon, 

| When this wasrelated toJoab the Capraine of the Rings Verl, ro, 
Holt, andhe underſtood , that 45/a/om was not yet dead, 124,&c, 
he wasnot ſatisfied till he had taken three darts, and ſtroek | 
bim thorough the heart, 7t # nor ſafe to deate remſſely-with 

notorious and dangerous offenders, ' 

But when this ſtroake was given and the Rebels diſper-" Veri, 16, 
ſed themſelves,'Foab ſounded aRetrear, and the Souldiers - 
return'd from purſuing of 1/-ae/, He had pitty upon the ſte 
duced multitude, when they had pitty on themſelves, and re- 
pented them of what was amiſſe , ana-were willing to returne 
to ther obedience. 5 

Whenthe BatteIl was thus ended, 7246 ſent Meſſengers: Ver, 20, 
tthe-King with the Tidings. '05/erve this ,, that without 
the Miſſion of the Generall , it was not lawfyll in the time of 
*Warre torunwith Newes from the Campe,althongbit be tre 


which # told, 
B Afﬀoone 


By this time was the-Kings'Army well increaſed, and Chap.18.z,r> 
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j (8J ; 
Ve. 33. . Aﬀeone anthe King was inforar'd of the Stcceſfe,, and 
'_ © mwithallofthe death uf :Ab/alom, he was paſſionately move. 
indulgent Father, then the Judgement of @ prodent K ing;the; 

time and place rightly confedered. . en: 

Chip.19.9.1, | But when fab { encld Commander ); obſerved what 
impreſſion thisrook wich the Souldiery, he tald'/the King 
vary home:of this 'unſcaſonable. Ertor..: Some: body wut 
dealopldinly and tru{y with the King in ſuch Cafe of impor. 
tacky fo it bedone with diſcretion. He told plainly tothe: 
Verſ. 65 King, That it would hazarditaldbfle af the. hearts of bis. 
People;: if they ſhoul4apprehend;; that he loved his Ete. 
| mies, and hated or neglettrd bis Friends. + + 

Veil 8, - He theicfortadvited the: Keng to-riſeup {for he was 
dejeRted.) and todpenkecomfartably tothe People,and the. 
King followed. Feab+Counſell;. and.he.did fo.. Good words; 

anda gevtle Carriage coft little; and jet prevaile much with 


| thie {omenon Pedple: =D NN {TH , | AE. 
verſ, 9, | Korupon this [tba Reeplaiſirave whe hanidbe firſt] in.” 
yt Orr ton be IIA {0 hg IB 
Vetſ. 133 The Kingalſothoughr it no 1ll piece of Policie, to win- 
+ . over Ame/auntohim by promites of preferment, Such Po- 
i lithes muſt ſometimes be nſed , but it 1 not ſafe torraſs qver=- 
winch to a recontiled Enemy. 
Verſ, 16, | Amoneſtothers Sbimes,;and Zibs, of whom: ye heard: 
' 17> evennow, the Tide being turn'd, came to congratulate | 
with the King. But he(as a wiſe King ſhould doe upon time-- 
ſervers) did ſet a marke npon them, and Shimei had hu ju#f 
reward. : £NS oY x6 
Vetl, 24, Afephiboſbeth allo, as ſoone as he ( wn $ lame man) i 
could come to the Kings Preſence, attended him to cxpreſie- 
his joy for the Kings ViRory, and inthe Kings abſence, had- 
neither walh'd his Fee, nor dreſt his Beard; gor waſh'd ' 
his Clothes, til} che King return'd in Peace. They who 
Canmot fight , muff at [uct a time Pray, 1n one way or an | 
other ,« every crie as he ts able, "ought to expreſſe hu Duty 
aud AﬀeTion, 25868 00 


And 


(9) 
And old Barzilas, who before in the Kirgs diltreſle, did vert, ;:, 
attend him,and heiptoreleevehis Army, came down now 
ro help to Conduit the King over fordane, None u ſo old 
or ſo weake, but (if he be willing ) will finde ſome way or other 
ro expreſſe his love and Loyalty, 0. 
The King gratiouſly accepted Zarzillai's fidelity, and Verl, 3 3, 
moved that hc ſhould goe along and live in Court with 
him, (Barzi/lei was for his quality, a Perſon might have 
bcfirted it, ) but he was very aged, unfit for a Court life, 
and he was alſo wife and underſtood his owne imperfeai. 
on, and unfitneſle to turne Courtier at that Age, and there- 
fore modeſtly and thankfully he refuſed that gratious« fler. 
It were to be wiſh'd, that none were imploy'd in places for. 
which they are not fit, and that men were ſo modeſt and [> 
wiſe, 4s not to acoept of ſuch imployments when they are 
ered, 
mT Barzillai tooke the opportunity to move the King, Vet, z7, 
to confer that fayour upon Chimhan his Sonne, who was a 
young man, and fit to ſerve in Court. And the King grant= 
ed his ſuite, and [be t90kg ( himbam with him.) A grationa Veil. 40. 
requitallof the King ,to a faithfull and well-deſerving Ser« 
v4a1h, ; | 


This is thetrue Story of this Rebellion, 
faithfully exrrated our of the Holy Wrir, 
where it is Recorded, ſcarce to be paral- 
[eld untill cheſe unhappy Times,whence ic: 
ſeemes they have taken their Preſident. 

It needs uo other Application. 
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